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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 048/20/FOI


	Dyddiad / Date: 16th June 2020



Further to your request for information dated 21st May 2020, I am pleased to provide the following in response to your request. 
Your request and our response:
The average number of tests (below) performed each week within Theatres & Critical Care:
1. What percentage of general anaesthetic patients used a laryngeal mask in general theatres?
2. What percentage of general anaesthetic patients used a laryngeal mask in day theatre?
3. What percentage of general anaesthetic patients used an endotracheal (ET) tube in general theatres?
4. What percentage of general anaesthetic patients used an ET tube in day theatres?
6.   Annual single lung ventilation.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  The only way in which we could identify whether patients had used laryngeal masks or ET tubes in general and day theatres would be to review the individual patient case notes.
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450.  
In order to calculate average figures we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 4,912 hours to locate and review the patient case notes for each of the 19,650 general anaesthetic procedures undertaken in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) during 2019. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per record, therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 4912 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £122,800.
5. Please provide the number of general anaesthetics per week.
Please find provided in the embedded document below the total number of general anaesthetics each week from the 31st December 2018 to 5th January 2020 in BCUHB:
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7.   Annual Bronchial lavage (BAL) and Bronchial wash (BW).
Please note that two codes are used for both BAL and BW so there will be some patients who have been counted more than once.

	
	2019 Total

	Bronchial lavage 
	222

	Bronchial wash
	112



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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		048 20 FOI - Answersheet for Question 5

		Number of general anaesthetics per week in BCUHB

		Week Ending		Total

		6-Jan-19		242

		13-Jan-19		402

		20-Jan-19		388

		27-Jan-19		397

		3-Feb-19		414

		10-Feb-19		404

		17-Feb-19		428

		24-Feb-19		468

		3-Mar-19		397

		10-Mar-19		432

		17-Mar-19		407

		24-Mar-19		484

		31-Mar-19		449

		7-Apr-19		417

		14-Apr-19		449

		21-Apr-19		351

		28-Apr-19		267

		5-May-19		390

		12-May-19		398

		19-May-19		415

		26-May-19		395

		2-Jun-19		347

		9-Jun-19		414

		16-Jun-19		387

		23-Jun-19		386

		30-Jun-19		386

		7-Jul-19		436

		14-Jul-19		401

		21-Jul-19		399

		28-Jul-19		376

		4-Aug-19		381

		11-Aug-19		191

		18-Aug-19		389

		25-Aug-19		388

		1-Sep-19		337

		8-Sep-19		362

		15-Sep-19		330

		22-Sep-19		365

		29-Sep-19		374

		6-Oct-19		384

		13-Oct-19		378

		20-Oct-19		371

		27-Oct-19		414

		3-Nov-19		378

		10-Nov-19		390

		17-Nov-19		316

		24-Nov-19		384

		1-Dec-19		341

		8-Dec-19		375

		15-Dec-19		320

		22-Dec-19		324

		29-Dec-19		162

		5-Jan-20		70

		2019 Total		19,650






