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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 044/20/FOI


	Dyddiad / Date: 17th June 2020



Further to your request for information dated 19th May 2020, I am pleased to provide the following in response to your request. 
Your request and our response:
1. In the past 6 months how many patients within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) have been treated for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma)?

There were a total of 540 patients who were coded as having been treated for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma) between November 2019 and April 2020.  We can advise that of the 540 patients, 73 were newly diagnosed.

2. Of these patients, how many are locally advanced, recurrent, metastatic and un-resectable head and neck cancer patients?

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  The only way we could identify the total number of locally advanced, recurrent, metastatic and un-resectable patients would be to carry out a patient case note review.
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 90 hours to locate and review 540 patient case notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per patient case note. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 90 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £2,250.

However, we can advise that of the 73 newly diagnosed patients treated, 18 were locally advanced, 5 were newly diagnosed primary head and neck cases with metastases and 6 are without staging and currently classed as unknown.
3. In the past 6 months how many patients within BCUHB have been treated for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma) with the following agents?
Provided in the table below are the number of patients treated in the last 6 months for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma): We have provided the data using the ‘less than 5’ rule due to the low numbers involved.  If we were to release the exact figures for the criteria specified, they could be linked with other information available in the public domain, thus potentially risking identification of individuals.
	Agent
	Number of Patients

	Carboplatin (only or in combination with 5-FU)
	60*

	Cisplatin (only or in combination with 5-FU)
	29

	Cetuximab with/without chemotherapy  
	<5

	Cetuximab with radiotherapy 
	5

	Pembrolizumab monotherapy
	0

	Pembrolizumab with chemotherapy
	0

	Nivolumab    
	8

	Docetaxel (only or in combination with 5-FU)
	48*

	Fluorouracil (5FU)
	0

	Radiotherapy only
	Not known

	Other
	Not known


* Due to the way in which we record data we are unable to determine if these treatments were for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma) only as they are also used to treat other types of cancer.

4. Does BCUHB participate in any ongoing clinical trials for the treatment of head and neck cancer patients, if so how many patients are currently taking part in clinical trials / what is the name/s of the trials? 

BCUHB does participate in ongoing clinical trials, one is about to become available to patients, called Neoadjuvant and adjuvant Nivolumab as Immune Checkpoint inhibition in Oral cavity cancer (NICO).
5. In the past 6 months how many patients within BCUHB have been treated with the following agent for colorectal cancer [CRC]?

Please see the table below. We have provided the data using the ‘less than 5’ rule due to the low numbers involved.  If we were to release the exact figures for the criteria specified, they could be linked with other information available in the public domain, thus potentially risking identification of individuals.
	 Agent
	Number of Patients

	Aflibercept 
	<5

	Bevacizumab 
	<5

	Capecitabine 
	Not known*

	CAPIRI (ICAP)
	Not known*

	CAPOX (XELOX)
	Not known*

	Cetuximab not in combination with FOLFIRI or FOLFOX
	0

	Cetuximab in combination with FOLFIRI
	0

	Cetuximab in combination with FOLFOX
	0

	Irinotecan
	65**

	FOLFIRI
	36

	FOLFOX
	38

	Oxaliplatin
	0

	Panitumumab not in combination with FOLFIRI or FOLFOX
	0

	Panitumumab in combination with FOLFIRI
	10

	Panitumumab in combination with FOLFOX
	7

	Nivolumab
	<5

	Raltitrexed 
	<5

	Ramucirumab 
	0

	Regorafenib
	0

	Sorafenib 
	0

	5FU only
	0

	Tegafur Uracil + 5FU
	0

	Trifluridine–tipiracil 
	25

	Other
	Not known


* Due to the way in which we record data we are unable to provide a response as these treatments are used in many disease sites and indications, not just for CRC.

** Due to the way in which we record data it is not possible to distinguish from the data how many patients are single agent Irinotecan, ICAP or other combinations.
6. In the past 6 months how many patients within BCUHB have been treated with the following agent for Renal Cell Carcinoma?

Please see the table below. We have provided the data using the ‘less than 5’ rule due to the low numbers involved.  If we were to release the exact figures for the criteria specified, they could be linked with other information available in the public domain, thus potentially risking identification of individuals.
	Agent
	Number of Patients

	Avelumab + Axitinib 
	0

	Axinitib
	6

	Cabozantinib 
	<5

	Everolimus
	Not known*

	Lenvantinib + Everolimus 
	0

	Nivolumab  
	<5

	Nivolumab + Ipilimumab
	0

	Pazopanib 
	13

	Pembrolizumab + Axitinib 
	0

	Sunitinib
	<5

	Temsirolimus 
	0

	Tivozanib
	7


* Due to the way in which we record data we are unable to provide a response as these treatments are used in many disease sites and indications, not just for renal cell carcinoma.
7. Does BCUHB participate in any ongoing clinical trials for the treatment of renal cell cancer patients, if so how many patients are currently taking part in clinical trials / what is the name/s of the trials?

BCUHB does participate in clinical trials for the treatment of renal cell cancer. One study has just opened called Renal Adjuvant MultiPle Arm Randomised Trial (RAMPART): An international investigator-led phase III multi-arm multi-stage randomised controlled platform trial of adjuvant therapy in patients with resected primary renal cell carcinoma (RCC) at high or intermediate risk of relapse. There is nil recruitment to date.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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