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	Dyddiad / Date: 7th July 2020



Further to your request for information dated 19th June 2020, I am pleased to provide the following in response to your request. 
You asked us:
Do all patients that die at Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) hospitals receive Covid-19 as a cause of death on their death certificate, even if a Covid-19 test has not been undertaken or even for deaths that are no way linked, such as car crashes?
Our Response:

Determining the cause of death to complete the death certificate is a process doctors take very seriously and is only completed when the doctor has enough information to be clear what is the cause; otherwise they confer with the Coroner.

Not all deaths occurring at BCUHB hospitals are being registered as a Covid-19 related death on the patient death certificate.

Under our obligation to advise and assist, below is an extract from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) of registered deaths across BCUHB hospital sites between 28th May and 21st June 2020 (most recent available data).  This demonstrates that 26.93% of deaths recorded during this period were due to Covid-19.  The remaining 74.07% are recorded as other causes.
	
	Number of Covid-19 recorded deaths
	All other deaths
	Total Deaths

	BCUHB Hospital Deaths 28/05/20 – 21/06/20
	105
	300
	405


This information can be found on the ONS website by following the below link and downloading the Excel spreadsheet:
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


